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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timety filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-12, and 29-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Someda et al. (US 6,325,664). 

Regarding claim 1, Someda et al, discloses a modular jack, comprising: 
a jack body (10) having top, bottom, font, and rear walls; 
a plug receiving opening (28) in the front wall; and 

an LED assembly receiving pocket (32, 33) in the front wall, the pocket comprising an 
opening in the font wall and an opening in the bottom wall, wherein the openings in the font and 
bottom walls substantially correspond to the width and length of an LED assembly (14a, 14b) to 
be inserted in the pocket such that the LED assembly can be inserted from both the front wall 
and the bottom 
wall. 

Regarding claim 2, Someda et al. disclose the LED assembly is retained within the pocket 
by an adhesive (column 3, line 46). 

Regarding claim 6, Someda et al. disclose a modular jack, comprising: 

a visual indicator (14a, 14b) for indicating a condition of an electrical signal; and 
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a body (10) capable of receiving at least a portion of a connector plug, the body having a 
first outer surface located in a first plane, and a second outer surface located in a second plane 
substantially perpendicular to the first plane, the body defining a pocket (32, 33) for receiving at 
least a portion of the visual indicator, the pocket extending into the body from the first and the 
second outer surfaces so that the at least a portion of the visual indicator can be inserted into the 
pocket in a first direction substantially perpendicular to the first plane, and in a second direction 
substantially perpendicular to the second plane. 

Regarding claim 7, Someda et al. disclose the pocket is defined at least in part by an 
outboard inner surface and an opposing inboard inner surface of the body, a top inner surface of 
the body, and a rear inner surface of the body. 

Regarding claim 8, Someda et al. disclose the outboard and inboard inner surfaces are 
substantially perpendicular, and the upper and rear inner surfaces are substantially perpendicular 
to the outboard and inboard inner surfaces. 

Regarding claim 9, Someda et al. disclose at least a portion of the visual indicator is 
retained in the pocket by an adhesive bond (column 3, line 46) between a surface of the visual 
indicator and at least one of the outboard, inboard, rear, and upper inner surfaces. 

Regarding claim 10, Someda et al. disclose the visual indicator comprises an LED, and 
the outboard and inboard inner surfaces are spaced apart by a distance approximately equal to a 
width of the LED. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Someda et al. disclose the visual indicator further comprises a 
terminal (43) electrically coupled to and extending downward fi-om the LED. 
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Regarding claim 12, Someda et al. disclose the outboard inboard, and upper inner 
surfaces each have a length approximately equal to a length of the LED, the outboard, inboard, 
and rear inner surfaces each have a height approximately equal to a height of the LED, and the 
rear inner surface has a width approximately equal to a width of the LED. 

Regarding claim 29, Someda et al. disclose a modular jack, comprising: 

an LED assembly (14a, 14b) comprising an LED and a terminal (43) electrically 
coupled to the LED; and 

a body (10) having a front and a bottom outer wall, the body having a first pocket (32) 
formed therein for receiving a connector plug and defined at least in part by the front wall, the 
body also having a second pocket (33) formed therein for receiving the LED, the second pocket 
being formed at least in part by the front and the bottom outer walls so that the LED can be 
inserted into the second pocket fi'om the fi-ont and the bottom of the body. 

Regarding claim 30, Someda et al. disclose the second pocket is defined at least in part by 
an outboard inner surface and an opposing inboard inner surface of the body, a top inner surface 
of the body, and a rear inner surface of the body. 

Regarding claim 31, Someda et al. disclose the LED is retained in the second pocket by 
an adhesive bond (column 3, line 46) between a surface of the LED and at least one of the 
outboard, inboard, upper, and rear inner surfaces. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of tliis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 13-14 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Someda et al. (US 6,325,664) in view of Baxter et al. (US 5,897,386). 

Someda et al. substantially disclose the claimed invention except a crush rib in the 

pocket. 

Baxter et al. teach a crush rib (62). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a crush rib into Someda et al. 's pocket, as taught by Baxter et al, 
for press fitting and retaining means. 

5. Claims 4-5, 15-28, 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Someda et al. (US 6,325,664) in view of Espendshade (US 6,457,993). 

Someda et al. substantially disclose the claimed invention except for a lip and a shield 
Espenshade teaches a lip (222). 

Espenshade teach a shielding (5) with two openings (53 1). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a lip and a shielding into Someda et al.'s connector, as taught by 
Espenshade for retaining the LED and minimizing electromagnetic interference respectively. 

6. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Someda et al. 
(US 6,325,664) in view of Baxter et al. (US 5,897,386) and Espendshade (US 6;457,993). 

Someda et al. in view of Baxter et al. and Espendshade disclose the claimed invention. 
The rejection is the same as rejection of claims 1-35. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 57 1-272-20 11. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 extension 33. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



True T. T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 




